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As valued members and patrons of the 
campus community, alumni have 
significant influence.  Alumni can organize 
their fellow alums to speak with their 
university provosts or presidents. Alumni 
can directly endow or fund scholarships 
for refugee students by contacting the 
development or advancement 
department of their university. Alumni can 
also leverage their social and professional 
networks and skills to get the university to 
create scholarships.

Educators are in a prime position to bring 
the Syrian education crisis into the 
classroom and lead a campaign. They can 
pursue action through their academic or 
faculty senate, like proposing a resolution 
to urge the provost or president to create 
scholarships. They can gather letters of 
support from fellow faculty members and 
send them to administrators. They can 
mentor a student who is organizing for 
scholarships, providing their expertise, 
access and support. Last but not least, 
educators can email us to join our formal 
Education Committee.

FOR ALUMNI

FOR EDUCATORS



ABOUT FOR STUDENTS
The world is witnessing the highest levels of 
displacement we have ever seen. An 
unprecedented 65 million people globally 
have been forced from home—among them 
are nearly 22 million refugees, over half of 
whom are children. 

In Syria, an estimated 750,000 refugee 
children are out of school in neighboring 
countries, and up to 200,000 
university-aged Syrians don’t have access to 
higher education. Additionally, over 6,000 
schools in Syria can no longer be used due 
to the conflict.

Responding to what the United Nations 
declared the “greatest humanitarian 
emergency of our time,” Books Not Bombs 
was launched in 2016 by Students Organize 
For Syria.

Books Not Bombs is a student-led advocacy 
campaign calling on universities to provide 
scholarships for Syrian students displaced 
by conflict. We advocate for universities to 
join the Institute of International Education’s 
(IIE) Syria Consortium for Higher Education 
in Crisis and waive tuition for a certain 
number of displaced students.

What’s the goal?
At the highest level, the campaign’s main goal 
is to get your university administrators to 
agree to provide scholarships for Syrian 
students who have been displaced by conflict 
by joining the IIE’s Syria Consortium.

What’s the strategy?
Our primary strategy is to mobilize students 
by providing them a set of clear actions that 
lead to the creation of scholarships at their 
university. 

Who’s the target?
The primary target for the campaign is your 
university administration. Depending on your 
university, this may include your university 
president, provost, college’s dean, board of 
trustees or other influential leaders. Make sure 
to do your own research to determine who at 
your university has the power and ability to 
create scholarships.

How do I start or join a campaign on my 
campus?
Visit our website to see if a fellow student at 
your university has already started a 
campaign. If yes, sign the petition and get 
involved on campus. If you need help finding 
your petition, or starting a petition, email us at 
info@books-not-bombs.com.

ACTION TO TAKE:
We recommend students perform these four 
core actions:

Other actions you can take include:

Start or sign a petition and gather signatures in 
order to demonstrate student support. Don’t 
forget to share the petition on social media, 
email and at events.

Introduce a resolution to your student 
government in support of the campaign to 
have buy-in from your representatives. Email 
us for examples.

Hold an offline event like a film screening or 
peaceful demonstration in a highly visible and 
trafficked location on campus where you can 
table and collect petition signatures.

Meet with your university administrators and 
ask them to create scholarships. 

Reach out to campus groups for support of your 

petition and resolution efforts.

Write an op-ed, and we’ll help you get it placed 

in media outlets.

Enlist faculty members to join our Education 

Committee. Email us for details.

Hold a coordinated day of action with students 

and educators like a public panel or ‘teach-in.’

Perform pro-refugee actions like hosting 

dinners for resettled refugees in your 

community and introduce the campaign.
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WHAT ARE SPECIFIC NEEDS AND 
CHALLENGES FOR SYRIAN STUDENTS?

Syrian education doesn’t heavily emphasize 
English, and most students find the 
TOEFL/GRE to be a hurdle. There is a big need 
for scholarships to learn English.

Many students struggle with obtaining proper 
documentation. Students outside Syria cannot 
ask a relative to pick up their documents; they 
have to pick up their records themselves. 
Student records have to be stamped by the 
Syrian Department of State. For many 
students, this process is too dangerous to 
attempt.

Many students have done more schooling than 
they have documented credit for. It’s common 
for male students to avoid taking their last 
exam to retain “student” status and avoid 
joining the military. Many civil society and 
health leaders stopped school without gaining 
diplomas to take care of their communities.

Many students cannot study without a full 
scholarship covering housing and class 
expenses.

Students face significant travel challenges, and 
need mentorship when transferring to the U.S. 
and identifying scholarships.

The approx. 2,500 college-aged Syrian refugee 
students already resettled in the U.S. need 
counseling and scholarships.
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How can my university create scholarships?
University leaders often form a specific working 
group or task force, consisting of administrators 
from financial aid, housing and admissions, as well 
as representatives of the IIE, to initiate the process 
of joining the Consortium.

How do these scholarships work?
When a university commits to joining the 
Consortium, the university agrees to waive tuition. 
Living expenses awards are available through the 
IIE’s Emergency Student Fund and Syria Scholar 
Program.

Who is qualified for these scholarships?
Any Syrian student whose education was 
disrupted by conflict. The student can be inside 
Syria, a refugee outside Syria, resettled in America, 
under Temporary Protected Status, or seeking 
asylum at the time of application.

How do administrators deal with admissions 
issues?
A major challenge for Syrians is acquiring 
documentation like transcripts. Many universities 
have designed alternate protocols for assessing 
student learning and fitness for admission. Most 
arrange a video interview through the IIE to 
ascertain English language proficiency, with a 
TEFOL test required later. Most evaluate the same 
admissions essays that any other student would 
be required to submit. Some schools arrange 
skills-based testing to determine mastery of 
prerequisites.

How do administrators deal with housing and 
community?
Universities can determine to offer housing 
funding or not. For example, at USC the cost of 
living stipends awarded to graduate students can 
be used for housing costs. Additional housing 
support is offered through the Student Housing 
Office and Department of Religious Life, which 
ensures students’ emotional well-being and social 
integration into campus life.

I work at a public university. Can we still take part?
Yes. Public universities can join the Syria 
Consortium by advertising already existing 
international student funds on the consortium 
page.

What happens after refugee students enroll at my 
university?
The university environment is a perfect place to 
welcome and support young refugees. A great 
example is at the University of Evansville. 
Evansville created 23 scholarships for Syrian 
students whose education was disrupted by the 
conflict. The community then set up Scholars For 
Syria, a support network for the students that also 
provides them with the opportunity to educate 
the community.

How do we join the IIE?
Email both SyriaSupport@iie.org and 
info@books-not-bombs.com expressing 
commitment to joining the consortium. An 
administrator will follow up. 


